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From The President 
CAPT Douglas Ehrhardt 

USN (Ret.) 

Are you ready for ____. 
 I thought it appropriate to change the 
header for this column…after all, it is that 
wonderful time of the year when after a 
seemingly too long drought, the football – 
college and professional – seasons have fi-
nally returned!  While the Olympics are over 
and all of America can bask in the superla-
tive efforts by our athletes, football is a wel-
come relief to the political campaigning…
but WE REMAIN apolitical. 
 Yes, we must remain neutral but as with 
the news shared by MOAA’s Legislative 
Alerts, “Military people have a lot to lose as 
House and Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee leaders are working to resolve big differ-
ences in their respective versions of the 
FY17 Defense Authorization Bill.”  So we 
must remain vigilant.   
 As was the case following personnel and 
benefit cuts in the 1970s and 1990s, both 
recruitment and retention problems caused 
the Congress to later make necessary “course 
corrections” to avert significant damage to 
our military…lets learn from history rather 
than repeat it.  You can do your part by en-
suring you are signed on to receive MOAA’s 
alerts, and ALWAYS send a message to your 
legislator.   
 MOAA’s strength in numbers as one of 
the largest constituencies is an item that is 
always shared during our “Storming the 
Hill” as making a difference!  Let’s all do 

our part to ensure these cuts are dropped 
from the final FY 2017 defense bill. 
 Segue now to North Carolina…we all 
also know that there are many important 
items that remain before the North Carolina 
legislature.  Based in part on the outstanding 
work by NCCOC’s immediate past presi-
dent, COL Jeri Graham, USA-Ret., both the 
North Carolina Veterans Council Vice Chair 
AND Chair of the Legislative Committee, 
many advances occurred during the short 
session that ended back in June of this year, 
to include: passing HB 256 for handicapped 
and veterans parking; a bill to protect mili-
tary families through a Medicaid waiver; and 
adding state veteran’s numbers in annual 
reporting.   
 While not the entire list hoped for, sev-
eral bills from the short session made 
“crossover” and will continue to the next 
long session that include:  HB 860 to limit 
soldier’s tuition for community college; and 
BAILEY, the equal tax treatment of govern-
ment retirees!  Why am I speaking in ALL 
CAPS?  Your NCCOC has been working on 
getting Bailey before the legislature for 
many years and this may signal the BEST 
opportunity for advancement as budget relat-
ed matters remain a HOT topic!   
 So what do each of us in the North Car-
olina Council of Chapters need to do??  
“ENGAGE 4TH BRANCH.”  While the 
outstanding work by Jeri for the last few 

Reminder: 
Make a reservation 
at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel for the 4th 
Quarter NCCOC 
Meeting...do it today! 
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The President’s Message 
(continued from page 1) 

years has helped develop and promote this legislative 
alert “look-alike” in North Carolina, the number of 
persons enrolled to help in pushing our representa-
tives toward the goal of getting Bailey passed contin-
ues to be a significant problem.   
 There is great power through the same type of 
advocacy that happens with national MOAA’s legisla-
tive alerts…we CAN have impact on issues affecting 
military and veteran’s issues in our state, so please do 
all you can to help support the fine efforts from pro-
bono lobbyists (Nelson Mullins firm – Chip Killian 
and George Teague) who have the respect from all 
legislators.  Together, the 4th Branch, NCVC and 
NCCOC make a great team. 
 At the recently concluded 3rd Quarterly NCCOC 
meeting that was held at the Meadowbrook Inn and 
Suites in Blowing Rock, NC – a big SHOUT OUT to 
High Country President Maj Bob Gibbard and his en-
tire team for a great job – we heard from Justin 
DeLancey of Greer Beaty and Associates about help-
ing to advance the cause…1) encourage members of 
your organization to “opt in” and become a member of 
the 4th Branch team; 2) use the 4th Branch Communi-
cations team’s ready-made toolkit language for your 
website; and 3) link to 4th Branch site.  Continued 
efforts on our part will help Greer Beaty and Associ-
ates – the 4th Branch’s new consulting/collaborative 
partner to up the pressure on the NC legislature to 
make Bailey a reality.   
 More important information that I was able to 
share in Blowing Rock was the announcement that 
came down from MOAA Department of Council and 
Chapter Affairs in the form of a eNewsletter a few 
days before our 3rd Quarterly meeting was the out-
standing list of 4- and 5-Star Levels of Excellence 
awardees.  I had hoped to be the first to make the an-
nouncement, but e-mails to each of the chapter leaders 
beat me to it, so I chose to recognize each of the 11 
chapters, along with our NC Council by name at the 
Friday evening dinner buffet.  Be sure and visit our 
council website showing each of the 2016 winners as 
headers on their “NC Chapters” post - http://
www.moaa-nc.org/_chapters.php.  It goes without say-
ing that congratulations are in order for all the out-
standing work in support of all veterans in their respec-
tive catchment areas by these members of our Council.  
Now let’s shoot for 16 awards + the council in 2017! 
 Going back to my opening line…”Are you ready 
for our State Convention?”  At the 3rd Quarterly meet-
ing, the topic of next year’s state convention was ad-
dressed following a comprehensive review by 3rd VP, 
Gary Marlar about options as well as a review of prior 
efforts.  Many remember that last year we were treated 

to a wonderful land experience at the High Hampton 
Inn located in Cashiers, NC.  In the past, state conven-
tions have traveled to the Bahamas and Bermuda on 5 
day cruises.  The topic of river cruises was also sug-
gested to Gary as a possible consideration…and con-
sider he did!  Working with the same travel consultant 
used in prior planning – Jim Jackson – the options pre-
sented (including cost, location and activities available 
outside of holding BRIEF Council business sessions) 
the consensus vote by the Council was to develop an 
agenda and time of the year to visit the historical Wil-
liamsburg, VA area.  During a 4 day/3 night stay at the 
historic Williamsburg Lodge, NCCOC members will 
enjoy having meals included, entrance and tours to all 
Colonial Williamsburg exhibits AND a variety of near-
by activities and venues such as Busch Gardens, a wa-
ter park and shopping!  NOTE the emphasis above on 
members…we’re launching our efforts early in 2016 
to hopefully encourage many, many individuals from 
our Council and Chapters family to take part and make 
this effort an opportunity for a year end vacation!  Jim 
Jackson will be attending our 4th Quarterly meeting to 
bring lots of important information on the venue and 
activities that are being planned for the September 
2017 timeframe.  Stand by for that presentation, but for 
now MARK YOUR CALENDARS AND BLOCK 
OFF THE EARLY WEEKS IN SEPTEMBER 2017! 
 How’s that for another smooth segue?  The Ca-
tawba Valley Chapter will be hosting our 4th Quarterly 
NCCOC Meeting in Hickory, NC.  Are you ready for 
another wonderful venue with plenty of things to do on 
Friday and Saturday, 11 and 12 November at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel?  Rooms are $95 plus tax; reser-
vations may be made by calling 828-323-1000 and 
asking for the block identifier Military Officers Asso-
ciation or MOA. Reservations must be made by Octo-
ber 30, 2016.  On Saturday morning spouses will be 
invited visit to the Hickory Furniture Mart.  Look to 
receiving an eNewsletter with more information on 
reservations and a form for the Friday evening dinner. 
 Lastly, however, while voting is closed and the 
results not yet posted, all our best wishes go out to 
Immediate Past President Col. Jeri Graham, USA-Ret, 
in her bid to be elected to the next class of the Military 
Officer’s Association of America’s Board of Directors.  
Jeri is the embodiment of MOAA’s imprimatur to 
“Never Stop Serving.’  Good luck, Jeri. 

http://www.moaa-nc.org/_chapters.php
http://www.moaa-nc.org/_chapters.php
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NC Legislative Activities 
2016 

Your Number One Priority 
 

July 15, 2016 
 

In July, MOAA National asked members about our top priority among the current legislative proposals to: 

 Reduce the 2017 military pay raise for a fourth consecutive year 

 Impose big Basic Allowance for Housing (BAH) cuts for thousands of servicemembers 

 Raise TRICARE enrollment fees 

 Raise TRICARE deductibles 

 Increase pharmacy copays 

 Allow variable pricing of goods sold in commissaries 
 
About 6,000 members responded, and here's our reported #1 priority. 
 
#1 Retiree Concern: 
Force Cuts 24% 
Rx Copay Hikes 24% 
Pay Raise Cap 22% 
 
#1 Active Duty Concern: 
Pay Raise Cap 23% 
BAH Cut 21% 
Force Cuts 16% 
 
The take-aways from these results:  All of these issues are important, and it's difficult to choose among them; and 
Retired members still care deeply about what's happening to today's troops. 
We also asked you to rate your level of concern on each issue on a 5-point scale from “not at all concerned” to 
“very concerned”. Here's what you said you're “very concerned” about: 
 
Retirees: 
Force Cuts 72% 
Rx Copays 69% 
Pay Raise Cap 62% 
Deductibles 50% 
Enrollment Fee 47% 
Commissary 31% 
BAH Cut 28%  
 
Active Duty: 
BAH Cut 64%  
Pay Raise Cap 61% 
Deductibles 51% 
Enrollment Fee 46% 
Force Cuts 44% 
Rx Copays 37% 
Commissary 17%  
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Dr. Larry Rogers has written a fascinating memoir detailing his life and experiences.  He 

volunteered to serve as a medical doctor in Vietnam during the most intense phase of 

fighting--the days and months leading to and culminating with the Tet Offensive, the deci-

sive campaign of the war.  Though defeated soundly by American and South Vietnamese 

forces, the Viet Cong scored a massive political victory. Slogging through streams and jun-

gle, Dr. Rogers and his colleagues weathered not only fire fights and rocket attacks but 

scorpions and deadly snakes. There were also stunning medical triumphs, including return-

ing life to a soldier left for dead in a makeshift morgue and resuscitating another by hastily 

jerry-rigging a defibrillator from an auxiliary generator and strips of radio-antenna wire. He 

presented to the Central Carolina MOAA club a riveting portrait of survival and healing 

during a time of war.  He is available for programs and his book, The Sword and Scalpel is 

available from Dr. Rogers or from the Amazon Book Store.  To contact Dr. Rogers call Dr. 

Mark Beymer at (704) 630-0551 or email at mbeymer@fibrant.com. 
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4th Quarter NCCOC Meeting  

 

Military Officers Association of America Catawba Valley Chapter   
                                                                                                                       
To: Members of North Carolina Council of Chapters  
Subject: Information for 11-12 November, 2016 Council of Chapters meeting   
 
     The Catawba Valley Chapter is proud to host the 4th quarter NC Council of Chapters meet-
ing on Friday and Saturday, 11 and 12 November. The meeting will be in Hickory, NC at the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel located on the southern side of I-40 Exit 125, Lenoir Rhyne Boulevard. 
Address is 1385 Lenoir Rhyne Blvd SE, Hickory, NC 28602.   
 
     Rooms are $95 plus tax. This price will be in effect for 10, 11 and 12 November. Reserva-
tions may be made by calling 828-323-1000 and asking for the block identifier Military Offic-
ers Association or MOA. Reservations must be made by October 30, 2016.  
  
     Friday evening dinner buffet will at 7:00 PM with cocktails starting at 6:00 PM in the 
Crowne Plaza ballroom. The price will be $ 30.00 per person. Please fill out and mail the at-
tached form for dinner reservations not later than 30 October, 2016. Saturday morning break-
fast will the hotel buffet, if available, or order from the breakfast menu.   
 
     The Saturday morning meeting will begin at 8:30 AM at the Crowne Plaza hotel. A spous-
es visit to the Hickory Furniture Mart will be available on Saturday morning.     
Joe C. Cansler Catawba Valley Chapter President   

  

http://a.mktgcdn.com/p/kX78jRX5aEXJ2wSabQAkUPH6QBTMYMO4dcuqtlkYhr0/342x500.jpg
http://www.ihg.com/hotelmedia/repository/hotelimages/HCKNC/WELCM_ENTR_1_E.jpg
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Dinner Reservation Form 
4th Quarterly NCCOC Meeting 

Friday, November 11, 2016 

Military Officers Association of America Catawba Valley Chapter   
 
Subject: Reservation form for November 11, 2016 NC Council of Chap-
ters/ 
 
Catawba Valley Chapter buffet – Crowne Plaza hotel, Hickory, NC   
 
Name: ___________________________________________________   
 
Name of Spouse/Guest(s): ___________________________________   
 
MOAA Chapter: ____________________________________________   
 
Email address: _____________________________________________   
 
Phone Number: ____________________________________________   
 
_______ Buffet(s) @ $30.00 = $_________   
 
Please enclose check made payable to: Catawba Valley Chapter, MOAA. Send 
this form and check not later than October 30, 2016 to:  CDR David Olson  471 
26th Ave NE Unit B  Hickory, NC 28601-1997    
 
_______ Number interested in going to Hickory Furniture Mart on Saturday 
morning.    
 
Questions: Col (Ret) Joe C. Cansler – 704-878-0743 – Cans-
ler@roadrunner.com   
 
CDR (Ret) David Olson – 828-328-4401 – cdrmolson@charter.net    
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Photographs from Blowing Rock 
Summer Council Meeting 

August 12-13, 2016 



 

North Carolina Council 

of Chapters 

113 S. Milford Drive 

Salisbury, NC 28144 

 

Address Correction Requested 

        Council Comments is the newsletter of the North Carolina Council 
of Chapters and is published four to six times per year.  A current issue 
of the newsletter can be found on the North Carolina Council of Chap-
ters website, www.moaa-nc.org. Anyone wishing to receive this news-
letter by e-mail may do so by contacting us using the “Contact Us” link 
on the website, www.moaa-nc.org/contact.php.  
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